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Welcome to Aurora Elementary!

We have a fantastic year ahead of us and we are looking forward to another year of excellence in
achievement and citizenship. We know that children do better in school and improve their
achievement when there is a positive partnership and open lines of communication between
parents/guardians and the school community. When school, home, and community work together,
we do our best to prepare students to be lifelong learners and have productive and fulfilling lives.

The Anchorage School District School Board has set Goals and Guardrails to prepare our students
for success. Improvement in Reading and Math Proficiency, as well as, preparing our students for
College, Career, and Life are goals that the school board has identified through community input.
At Aurora Elementary, our staff is committed to seeing all our students achieve these goals.

This parent and student handbook contains important information about our school as well as
various rules, policies, and procedures. It is meant to be a source of information for parents and
students, highlighting school protocols, such as arrival and dismissal, and school rules that students
must follow to be successful at Aurora Elementary. This handbook is meant to be an addition to
school board and district policies and procedures, not a replacement for them. We have a very
active group of volunteers and we encourage parents, guardians, and community members to
become involved in our school community. Your input is greatly appreciated.

On behalf of the staff at Aurora Elementary School, we welcome you and appreciate the
opportunity to serve children whose parents serve our nation.

Thank you,

Margaret Jones
Principal, Aurora Elementary

School Mission - Aurora Elementary exists to engage our diverse community by promoting growth
and facilitating learning.
School Vision - Our Vision is to empower our school community to strive for excellence through
perseverance, critical thinking, and problem-solving. We strive to foster a welcoming environment
that demonstrates tolerance and inclusion, respect, and high standards for excellence.
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Aurora Elementary School Schedule

Monday (PLC Day)

08:45 Student Arrival
08:50-09:00 Doo e
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the principal after the student has been dis-enrolled to re-enroll the student and develop an
attendance plan for the remainder of the year.

From time to time, students will need to be absent for an extended period of time. Your child will
have sufficient time to make up any missing work when they return to school (one day for every
day absent). Please understand that asking teachers for work in advance of your child’s absence
puts an undue burden on teachers as they do not prepare paper copies of lessons in advance and
often lesson plans change based on student needs. Students will have 1 day for every day they
were absent to make up work after they come back to school. Please refer to the Homework
section of this handbook for ideas for work while students are absent from school.

BICYCLES/SCOOTERS

In order to avoid injuries, there is no bike riding on the school grounds between 7:30 AM and 3:00
PM. When entering or leaving the school grounds, bikes must be walked at all times. Students are
required to wear helmets while riding a bicycle. (AMC 9.38.200) Bicycles/scooters need to
be locked individually to the provided bike racks. We cannot guarantee the safety of any
bike/scooter, but do our best to provide a safe place for your child to lock his/her bike/scooter.

BULLYING

“Bullying” behavior by any student at Aurora Elementary School is strictly prohibited, and such
conduct may result in disciplinary action, including suspension, and/or expulsion from school.

“Bullying” means the repeated use by one or more students of a written, verbal or electronic
communication, such as cyberbullying, directed at or referring to another student or a physical act
or gesture by one or more students repeatedly directed at another student attending school, that:

● Causes physical or emotional harm to student or damage to such student’s property;
● Places such student in reasonable fear of harm to himself or herself, or of damage to his or

her property;
● Creates a hostile environment at school for such student;
● Infringes on the rights of such student at school; or
● Substantially disrupts the education process or the orderly operation of a school.

The definition of Bullying shall include, but is not limited to, a written, verbal or electronic
communication or physical act or gesture based on any actual or perceived differentiating
characteristics, such as race, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, gender, sexual orientation,
gender identity and expression, socioeconomic status, academic status, physical appearance, or
mental, physical, developmental or sensory disability, or by association with an individual or group
who has or is perceived to have one or more of such characteristics.
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“Cyberbullying" means any act of bullying through the use of the Internet, interactive and digital
technologies, cellular mobile telephones, other mobile electronic devices, or any electronic
communications.

BUS ZONES

Please do not park or drop off students in this area, as it can

/cms/lib/AK02207157/Centricity/Domain/1246/BP%205040%20Comparisons.pdf
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games, and clean up after the party. We encourage the recognition of birthdays at school, however,
the school day is not a time for birthday parties. Please reserve birthday parties for family and
friends outside of the school. If you would like to bring treats for the classroom for your child’s
birthday, parents can drop off these items at the front office. Flowers and balloons will not be
permitted due to allergens and the disruption these items cause to learning. Please follow the
Anchorage School District Wellness Guidelines when providing treats for birthdays or celebrations
and make arrangements with your child’s teacher before bringing items into the school. Classroom
teachers will be able to alert parents to prohibited food items due to allergies, as well as the best
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EMERGENCIES

 IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE PARENT TO PROVIDE THE OFFICE WITH AN ACCURATE LIST OF
EMERGENCY CONTACTS FOR EACH STUDENT.  CONTACT THE SCHOOL OFFICE IMMEDIATELY
WITH ANY CHANGES OR UPDATES IN INFORMATION. Please ensure anyone picking up your child is
added to permissions in our database. Student cell phones are off and away during the school day.
If a student needs to be contacted during school hours due to an emergency, please inform the
school office and the appropriate school personnel will contact the child.

HOMEWORK

Teachers may assign homework as a practice for skills learned in the classroom. Routine is very
important. Parents and students should designate a time and space at home for homework to be
completed. Students should spend a reasonable amount of time on homework. If students are
struggling with assignments, please contact the classroom teacher. Often, homework will include:

● Daily reading.
● Daily math or spelling practice.
● Collection of materials or information not easily collected at school.
● Completing projects not easily completed at
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Meal Benefits. We highly encourage every family to fill out this form, whether you believe you
qualify or not. Based on our qualified need through the Free and Reduced meal program, we may
qualify
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If your child is ill, the best place for him/her is at home.  It is ASD’s general policy that if your child is
too sick to be outside, then the child is also too sick to be in school. A doctor’s note is required to
keep your child inside when recovering from an illness or injury.

LOST AND FOUND

Personal items such as coats, sweatshirts, gloves, etc.
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NEWSLETTERS

A school newsletter with a calendar of events will be sent
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Library –
Each class has a scheduled period in the school library each week to check out materials and books.
Books are checked out for one week and students are allowed to take books home. Students must
turn in overdue books before checking out other books. For lost or missing books, please contact
the librarian for information about fees and/or checking out books.

Counselors -
Aurora School Counselor and Military Family Life Counselor (MFLC) are involved in many aspects of
the school and education program. The counselors teach classroom lessons that relate to Social
Emotional Learning and follow our SEL Curriculum (Second Steps). These lessons help promote
socially appropriate behavior, self-esteem, and enthusiasm for learning. Our counselors are
available to work with individual students as needed and can refer parents to outside resources if a
child or family has a particular need. Please call the school counselor or MFLC with any questions or
concerns.

STUDENT TRANSFERS

Please inform the office in advance if your child will be transferring to another school or out of the
district. Students do not take their official permanent school records. If enrolling in another
Anchorage School, the receiving school will contact Aurora after enrollment is complete and the
records will be sent. If enrolling at a school outside the Anchorage School District, the records will
be transferred to the new school once Aurora has been contacted by that school.

TITLE IX POLICY STATEMENT

It is the policy of the Anchorage School District, in subscribing to and promoting the principles of
equal protection under the law, that neither the Board of Trustees, nor its designated agents will
discriminate in employment or in the equal delivery of educational services and opportunities
against any person because of race, color, sex, religion, age, birth, ancestry, national origin, family
relationship, personal or political patronage, or handicap.

VISITING CLASSROOMS

Parents and guardians are encouraged to maintain open communication with their child’s teacher.
Occasionally, you will want to visit your child’s classroom. We ask that you contact your child’s
teacher to set up these visits before your arrival. If the need arises, please contact your child’s
teacher to make an appointment to meet to discuss your child’s progress or any concerns you may
have. It is helpful to make appointments to talk in person or over the phone as staff often have
meetings or other commitments outside of the student’s day and this will give you both time to
properly prepare to share information.
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